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SMLI 2022 SUMMER SCIENCE CAMP: 

GUIDELINES, PROTOCOLS, AND OTHER INFORMATION 
 

Welcome to our 2022 SMLI Summer Scientists! 

We can’t wait to have you all back on the Leeds Pond Preserve for another fantastic summer Journey! 
The SMLI Summer Science camp has been offering campers stimulating and engaging learning 
experiences alongside good old-fashioned fun for over 50 years.  We know there are a lot of options 
out there when it comes to summer camp and thank you for choosing SMLI.  

Below is a rundown of all important procedures, information, and requirements to know before camp 
begins. I will be addressing our protocols, guidelines and addressing common questions. If you have 
any further questions, please feel free to contact us by email at info@smli.org or phone 516.627.9400.  

ARRIVING AT CAMP 
DROP OFF TIME: BEGINS AT 9:30AM 

Please remain in your vehicle during these processes. 
 

To drop your child off at camp, please enter through the gated entrance on the left-hand side once 
you turn off Plandome road.  Please do not use the Rock Hallow Road entrance as it can be dangerous 
to the traffic flow. To prevent a backflow of traffic onto Plandome Road, the gate will open at 9:15am. 
Proceed up the driveway toward the main building, where a staff member will greet you and help child 
escort your child to their group by the picnic tables.  

You will receive a color-coded card to be placed in the (driver-side) windshield of your car when your 
child arrives for their first day at Summer Camp.  Please always have this card in your windshield when 
dropping-off/picking up your child. Please give any authorized persons the pass if they will be picking 
up or dropping off your children that day. These cards will have your child’s name, group, and the 
name of their educator and help make the drop-off/pick-up procedures run more efficiently! Thank 
you! 

PICK-UP: 
BEGINS AT 2:45PM: GATE OPENS AT 2:30PM 

YOU WILL ENTER THROUGH THE SAME GATED ENTRANCE (TO THE LEFT WHEN YOU TURN OFF 
PLANDOME RD) THAT YOU USED FOR DROP OFF. Once you arrive at the top of the hill your child will 
be called and brought to your car by a staff member. Please remain in your car during drop off.  
Children may only be picked up by the authorized parties listed on the authorization form. Authorized 
persons will be verified by ID so please have a form of identification ready.  

HEALTH FORMS: 

CAMPERS WHO HAVE NOT SUBMITTED THEIR HEALTH FORMS (BOTH THE PHYSICAL EXAM 
FORM AND AUTHORIZATION FORM) WILL NOT BE ADMITTED TO CAMP. You can find the forms 
on our website at www.smli.org/campforms. You will also find the PDF of the physical form (which 
needs to be signed by a physician) attached to this email. With the exception of the physical form, 
which needs to be signed by a physician, any parents missing a form will be asked to park and wait in 
the gift shop where they can start filling out the forms.  Please be considerate of others time and wait in 
the appropriate line with the other camper cars. 

 



2 | P a g e  
 

EXTENDED HOURS: 

EARLY DROP OFF: 8:30AM 

If you have signed up for early drop-off (which begins at 8:30am), you may enter the premises via the 
visitor entrance (off Rock Hollow Road, or to the right of the gate entrance off Plandome Road) and 
park in the visitor lot. Children can be walked up and dropped off at the front porch of the main 
building (on top of the hill). WE HAVE ADDED A SELECTION OF BREAKFAST ITEMS TO OUR SNACK 
BAR MENU THAT CAN BE PURCHSED WITH OUR NEW CAMPER CASH CARDS.  THIS INCLUDES 
ITEMS SUCH AS FRUIT, CEREAL, OATMEAL AND OTHER SMALL ITEMS.  

 ** If you included camper cash in your registration a camper cash card will already be assigned 
to your camper and you should receive an email from us confirming the purchase and your camper 
cash card number and pin which you will need to check the balance of and reload the cards online.  

LATE PICK UP: 4PM 
For late pick-up (which ends at 4:00pm), you may come up the gate entrance as normal to pick up your 
child from the front porch.  

LUNCH: 
Please pack a lunch for your child each day unless they are signed up for pizza (Wednesdays) or BBQ 
(Fridays).   The Pizza (Wednesday) and BBQ (Friday) lunch options are an additional $8 each day and 
must be purchased beforehand.  To purchase pizza and BBQ online go to the 
www.smli.org/campercash and click the button for Pizza or BBQ lunch. If you do forget to order ahead 
of time, campers can now use their camper cash cards to purchase pizza and BBQ but please let us 
know.   
**** WE ARE NOT A PEANUT-FREE CAMP: CHILDREN WITH PEANUT OR OTHER ALLERGIES WILL 
BE SEATED AT NUT-FREE TABLES. 

SNACK BAR: 
We have upgraded our snack bar options (now purchased with the camper cash cards) to include 
lunch and breakfast items so if you do forget to eat breakfast or bring lunch, campers have a small 
selection of lunch and breakfast items to choose from.  You can also check the balance of and reload 
the camper cash cards online here: Check Balance | Science Museum of Long Island Gift Cards 
(squareup.com). (Pre-K group only): The Pre-K group will have a brief snack time during the second 
half of each camp day. Please provide a small snack alongside your preschooler’s lunch each day if you 
do not want them purchasing snacks from the snack bar. Due to limited space, we will not be able to 
refrigerate lunches so please pack an ice pack with your child’s lunch if you want it to stay cold. 
 

WHAT TO BRING TO CAMP? 

We recommend your child bring the following items to camp with them (please remember to label all 
items):  

• Sunscreen 
• Bug spray 
• Extra Change of Clothes 
• Towel* 
• Bathing Suit* 
• Hat 
• Reusable Water Bottle 
• Lunch & Snack 
• Allergy Medication* 
 

http://www.smli.org/campercash
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Note: SMLI will provide sunscreen and bug spray if your child does not have their own. We also highly 
recommend that parents apply sunscreen to their child every morning before camp. It will be 
reapplied before heading outside for lunch and recess. Bathing Suit/Towel: Campers will have access 
to sprinklers during the recess portion of each camp day and will also be making trips down to the 
beach and bay shore. Due to limited changing space and time, we request that campers come to 
camp with their bathing suits on underneath their clothing if possible. Please also provide a labeled 
towel. Please let us know if you would like this towel to be returned home each day.    

*ALLERGY MEDICATION: 

If your child has an Epipen, Auvi-Q, or other epinephrine injector please provide it in a labeled plastic 
bag for their educator to keep on hand, along with any unique instructions you would like to provide. 
Similarly, please also pack them their Benadryl or other medication in a labeled plastic bag with 
directions on dose and usage. All SMLI educators have been certified in First Aid and CPR by the Red 
Cross; if you would like to speak to your child’s educator directly regarding your child’s medical 
conditions, you may do so during drop-off of the first day of their camp week.  Please feel free to reach 
out with any additional questions regarding allergens, dietary restrictions, or other medical concerns. 

CAMP T-SHIRTS: 

 Each camper will receive a complimentary SMLI Summer Camp T-Shirt when they start camp.  While 
preferred, campers are not required to wear their camp shirt every day of camp. We ordered a lighter, 
more breathable shirt this year and we were so impressed with the camper’s tie-dye shirts last summer 
that once again, all campers will be tie-dying their shirt at the beginning of each week. If your child is a 
returning camper, they may bring additional items to tie-dye, or we will provide them with a small item.  
If you would like to purchase an additional shirt for your camper to tie dye, please do so as soon as 
possible as they take some time to order.  Additional camp shirts can be purchased by going to 
www.smli.org/camptshirts 

MASKS: 

As per NY State guidelines, masks are no longer required but we encourage people to do whatever 
makes them the most comfortable.  Please keep your child home if they are displaying signs of illness. 
Sick children displaying symptoms of Covid-19 will not be admitted to camp.   If you have any 
additional questions or concerns regarding Covid-19 protocols, please feel free to contact us.  

FUN FRIDAYS: 

There will be an opportunity for campers to purchase items from the gift shop on Fun Fridays.  They 
will be able to use their camper cash cards or you can send them to camp with cash to use at our gift 
shop.  All forms of payment are accepted.  To find out more about our new camper cash system please 
go to www.smli.org/campercash.  We encourage everyone to use this new camper cash card system in 
lieu of bringing cash with you to the store. Campers can also dress up according to the week’s theme 
which will match the theme of the week for summer camp.  Ice Cream Mel will be coming back to 
camp for fun Fridays and the ice cream will now be on us!  Only a small selection of ice cream will be 
available so if your child wants additional items they can use their camper cash card or they will also be 
allowed to use cash.  We will have a fun activity related to the theme planned along with our popcorn 
machine, a new super long slip and slide, special temporary tattoo station and field day activities at 
recess.  Again, please make sure your camper has their towel and bathing suits!  

Please Note: 

While we do not prohibit children from bringing toys, electronics, Pokémon cards, etc., please keep in 
mind that we are not responsible for lost or damaged property. Our staff will do their best to find lost 

http://www.smli.org/campercash
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goods (labeling everything belonging to your child is always a good idea and a huge help!) but we 
cannot guarantee everything will be found on our large property. We would also appreciate your 
emphasizing to your child that these things can only come out at recess, cannot be shared/traded, and 
are their responsibility. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

How should I go about picking up my child early from camp? 

Please call our new camp administrator Katherine Melkonian (516.564.2274) or Executive Director 
Kristen Laird (516.564.2950) or email info@smli.org to notify us of an early pick-up and we will make 
the necessary arrangements. If you happen to know your child will be leaving early during drop-off, 
please let us know at check-in.  

 

Where do I submit my child’s health forms? 

Forms can be found here: www.smli.org/camp-forms and can be submitted by mail, scanned and 
emailed to Katherine Melkonian at kmelkonian@smli.org, or dropped off at the museum prior to the 
start of camp. If you are using an alternative physical form, please be sure to include the first page of 
ours in your submission. This is filled out by yourself (not a physician). The authorization form can be 
filled out and submitted throughout website.  

Note: if your child is in the pre-k group, we will also require a copy of their birth certificate 
showing that they are 4 years old before the start of camp. 

Our mailing address is 1526 N. Plandome Road, Manhasset NY 11030.  

 

Can I purchase pizza, BBQ, and extended hours after already registering my child? 

Yes! Just go to www.smli.org/campercash and click on the button for pizza or bbq. 

 

What is “camper cash” and can I purchase it after registering? 

Camper cash is a way for your child to make purchases during camp without having to handle and 
keep track of their money. It can be used in the snack room to buy chips, cookies, or drinks, as well as 
in our gift shop on Fridays. If you would like to add camper cash, you can simply bring in a labeled 
envelope with cash or a check made out to “Science Museum of Long Island” and the funds will be 
added to your child’s camper cash balance.  To learn more about our new camper cash card system 
please visit www.smli.org/campercash.  

 

How do I purchase a camper cash card for my child? 

To purchase a camper cash card for your child please go to the link: 
https://checkout.square.site/merchant/MLPW584MA5F3B/checkout/ZNJG527QAECJ5HTECT3L6VD4?src
=messenger  

This will purchase a physical camper cash card for your child which we will hold on to and then return 
to your child when they are done with camp. Please do not purchase an e-gift card on the website for 
camper cash.  

http://www.smli.org/campercash
http://www.smli.org/campercash
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What is the gift shop and how will my child purchase things there? 

The gift shop will be available to your child on Friday and offers products ranging from $1 to ~$25. 
They can use their camper cash card or simply bring some extra cash with them on Friday.  

 

What are “Fun Fridays” and what will my child need for them? 

Fun Fridays are our way of ending the week in a fun and exciting way. They will feature a different 
activity/event each Friday as well as a visit from local ice cream truck legend Mel.  This year as a special 
treat for SMLI campers – the ice cream is on us!  We will have a small selection of ice cream they can 
choose from – if they would like to purchase something outside that selection – please have them bring 
additional cash or it can be subtracted from their camper cash card.  We will also be asking children to 
dress up on Fun Fridays and the theme of their costumes should match the summer camp theme of 
the week.  For example: the first week of camp is Ancient Adventures and we are asking kids to dress 
up as their favorite prehistoric creature! We also have a new giant slip n’ side and special fun Friday 
sprinklers so please be sure to your child has a bathing suit on each of these days.   

If you have any questions you can email Kristen Laird – Executive Director at klaird@smli.org or our new 
camp administrator at kmelkoian@smli.org or email info@smli.org which will go to both Kristen and 
Katherine.   

Thank you again for your continued support and cooperation! We have lots of new fun items and 
features in store for this years Summer Camp that we are very excited about but appreciate your 
patience as we work some of the inevitable kinks that come with new things out!  

mailto:klaird@smli.org
mailto:kmelkoian@smli.org
mailto:info@smli.org

